
BERKHAMSTED RESIDENTS ACTION GROUP 

MINUTES OF 5th ANNULA GENERAL MEETING 

Held at 8.00pm on 

MONDAY 28th NOVEMBER 2016 

At 

THE COURT HOUSE BERKHAMSTED 

Present:                                                                                            Apologies for Absence: 

Antony Harbidge (Chairman)                                                                         Peter Block 

Peter Brown  (Treasurer)                                                                                 Martin Fifield       

Hugh Siegle  (Secretary)                                                                                   Ted Hatley         

Sarah Lightfoot                                                                                                   Evelyn Brown 

Helen Kington                                                                                                     Trisha Kennedy  

Duncan Brown                                                                                                     Cath Imber     

John Goffey 

Marlene Goffey 

Stuart McKay 

Clive Freestone 

Arthur Gill 

The Chairman welcomed attendees and thanked them for attending. 

Apologies for Absence: 

Apologies received, see above. 

Minutes of AGM 30 November 2015 

Minutes Approved 

Chairman’s Report: 

2016 was very much a monitoring year for BRAG, with very little to take action on. 

There was a consultation and public hearing on the Site Allocations, with the hearings held in 

October. BRAG did not attend the hearings as BRAG didn’t have any more to contribute to that area. 

LA4 – the Hanbury’s site on Shooters Way – is the site that affects Berkhamsted and BRAG made an 

extensive contribution when the plan was originally formed. 

Since the hearings Laura Wood – Team Leader of Strategic Planning & Regeneration provided BRAG 

with an update: 
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“Cabinet will be asked to agree some ‘Main Modifications’ to the plan for consultation at the 13th 

December meeting.  These modifications include things DBC itself wishes to amend to ensure the 

plan is up-to-date, plus some changes that emerged through the course of the hearings and as a 

result of consideration of the Inspector’s preliminary findings letter.  The Main Mods as drafted do 

not make any material changes to the plan as it relates to Berkhamsted.  There are just some minor 

amendments to the text for LA4: Hanburys to strengthen planning requirements regarding 

biodiversity, drainage etc.  The full schedule of modifications will be published alongside the 

covering report 5 workings days before the meeting and published on our website” 

So, by my reckoning we should get look at all of that by the back-end of next week. 

The time table of the early partial review, including the green belt review, continues to slip, but 

Laura has reported that  

“We hope to publish a new timetable for production of the new Local Plan as part of the Authority 

Monitoring Report (AMR) which is also going to the 13th December Cabinet.  The details of this new 

timetable are still being discussed, but we expect the first consultation to be during 2017.  BRAG will 

of course be notified, as will any individuals who are on our database. There will also be press 

releases, article in Dacorum Digest etc to publicise the consultation. “ 

In short, we can expect to be busier next year. Apparently Savills, who are acting on behalf of Grand 

Union Investments (GUI) in promoting the land south of Berkhamsted, contact DBC planning on a 

monthly basis, so they clearly have not given up the ghost when it comes to their “South 

Berkhamsted Concept”. Indeed, Patron Capital (the real owners of the land) have added to their 

website some recently taken aerial photos of the land and surrounding area. We estimate they were 

taken in the spring of this year – copies are on show at this AGM. 

One of Savills’ main arguments to develop the land is that house building in DBC, and Berkhamsted 

in particular, is not high enough to meet local demand. At the original hearings, BRAG demonstrated 

that Savills figures were a work of fiction but it is an argument that has great traction nationally, so 

we cannot be complacent, especially as disputed decisions are decided by an inspector who 

ultimately takes orders/direction from national rather than local government.  The Times had 

reported that day that the Minister for Communities and Local Government, Sajid Javid, showed 

signs of weakening his previous stance on protecting the Green Belt and a White Paper on Planning 

is expected in the New Year which may introduce relaxations of current Green Belt policy. 

With regard to housing numbers, Laura reported that 

“Officers are confident that at present we can identify more than the minimum 5 year supply of 

housing required of us by Government.  This is based on the Core Strategy annual target of 430 

dwellings a year, which will need to be reviewed as part of the new Local Plan 

process.  Further information on completions / commitments etc will be contained in the Authority 

Monitoring Report (AMR) which will be published in early January.  Housing completions for the last 

monitoring year 2015/16 were very healthy, but we are in-effect still playing catch up from poorer 

completion rates in preceding years.   “ 

So there was both good and bad news in that statement, and we will have to wait until January to 

get a better idea of where we stand in terms of housing numbers. 
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There certainly seems the plenty of development going on in Berkhamsted as well as Dacorum as a 

whole. It is good news for the DBC numbers that there is 600 dwelling application for the land 

bounded by Three Cherry Tree Lane. It is believed a start has been made on 300 homes already. 

The land is shared with St Albans, though the majority falls in DBC, and co-operation with St Albans 

on that land has been good. Unfortunately the same cannot be said for the ‘Gorhambury Land’ 

between Hemel and the M1. The DBC core strategy inspector suggested that could be used in terms 

of future housing supply. However, St Albans are still unwilling to discuss the issue of Dacorum being 

able to count any of the 2,500 homes earmarked for here towards Dacorum’s future plan target. 

Laura says that the St Albans inspector “will relay his initial thoughts on such ‘duty to co-operate’ in 

mid-December.” 

Clearly if substantial numbers cannot be put down to Dacorum then DBC planning will come under 

increased pressure to find land to pick up any short fall in numbers. 

Whatever the St Albans’ inspector comes back with, as part of the early partial review, DBC will need 

to meet with all land owners and Laura expects to do that “in the first part of next year, so we know 

what sites are ‘on the table’ for consideration. “ 

Make no mistake Patron Capital/GUI will be gearing up for those meetings. Clearly BRAG needs to be 

ready to respond when necessary. 

BRAG has very recently contacted CPRE Herts to check on their current position on the Green Belt 

review and to see if there is any areas we may be able to work together on. We await their reply. 

One of our members has been kindly running the www.nosouthberkhamstedconcept.com website 

but, as reported last year, it was felt that it was more sensible to take greater control. The first steps 

have been taken and hopefully we will be able to use the website to greater effect if required next 

year. 

Questions: 

The Chairman explained that GUI was owned by a Hedge Fund, Patron Capital and had been specially 

formed to develop their land at South Berkhamsted which is listed on their web-site as   “an 

undervalued asset”. GUI may have been trying to sell some of their land holding off Shootersway 

earlier this year. Land south of the bypass has been sold in previous years. 

Concern was expressed at developers avoiding providing the required % of affordable homes and 

proposed that BRAG should emphasise the importance of meeting this obligation. 

A question was raised on the need for Dacorum to review its Plan if 5 years supply of housing land 

has been identified. It was noted that at the Public Examination the Inspector was not wholly 

satisfied that a total review of available housing land and the Green Belt had been made and it was 

possible the need for new homes in the Borough was under-estimated; this means in effect a full 

review of the Plan is being made which provides opportunity for the likes of GUI. 

Accounts: Peter Brown provided a brief description of the financial position and the Accounts were 

approved. 

Election of Officers and Committee: There are no additional nominations for the Committee. The 

existing Officers and Committee being prepared to stand were elected  unopposed. 
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Future Developments: The Committee are prepared for further work as the Partial Review 

progresses and will respond to the White Paper as appropriate 

AOB: The BRAG web-site will be kept up to date in- house under the Chairman’s direction. 

Herts Transport Vision is open for Consultation  via a link:                                                       

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/your-council/consult/transportconsult/TV2050/ 

It was noted that traffic requirements do not seem connected to the Plan Review . 

Levels of interest in BRAG activities. Currently low as little public activity but it is hoped this will 

increase when something is happening 

 

 

 

 

 


