
BERKHAMSTED RESIDENTS ACTION GROUP 

MINUTES OF 4th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Held at 8.00pm on 

MONDAY 30th NOVEMBER 2015 

At 

THE COURT HOUSE BERKHAMSTED 

Present:                                                                                                           Apologies for Absence: 

Antony Harbidge  (Chairman)                                                                                       Helen Kington 

Peter Brown  (Treasurer)                                                                                                Evelyn Brown   

Hugh Siegle  (Secretary)                                                                                                  Cath Imber          

Sarah Lightfoot  (Committee Member)                                                                         Martin Fifield  

Duncan Brown  (Committee Member)                                                                          Edward Hatley 

John Goffey  (Committee Member) 

Marlene Goffey 

Clive Freestone 

Cllr John Higgins 

Stuart McKay 

Peter Block 

Jenny Fifield 

Brendon Sparks 

Paul Crosland 

The Chairman welcomed attendees and thanked them for attending. 

Apologies for absence: 

Apologies received, see above 

Minutes of AGM 24 November 2014 

Minutes Approved.  

Matters Arising: Volunteers for the Committee. As the year had been relatively inactive with only 

three committee meetings it had not been necessary to call on volunteer support. 

SYBRA.  While discussions have taken place no specific action on merging the two organisations has 

been taken. 
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Chairman’s Report 

It has not been a particularly busy year for BRAG, with the main focus of attention for BRAG being at 

the turn of the year when Grand Union Investments (GUI) made a planning application to develop 

Ashlyns Farm. 

At face value it was a relatively modest application but in BRAG’s view it was inappropriate Green 

Belt development and crucially it would also provide the link between Chesham Road and their main 

tranche of land which straddles Swing Gate Lane. So, in February BRAG objected to the development 

in the form of a written submission as well as representation at Berkhamsted Town Council planning 

meeting. 

At the last AGM we committed to further investigate a link-up or possible merger between SYBRA 

and BRAG. While we have made no real progress with a formal link, it was felt that the Ashlyns Farm 

application was an ideal vehicle to work together, so objections where formally presented on behalf 

of the two groups, with members of both emailed details of our submission. We believe that this 

approach worked well. 

The Ashlyns Farm application was refused by Dacorum but GUI appealed the decision in August and 

the application is currently going through the appeals process. We do not have a date for the 

decision. 

Meanwhile Dacorum planning have been pressing ahead with the ‘early partial review of the Core 

Strategy’, which was required by the Planning Inspector.  Laura Wood (Team Leader - Strategic 

Planning & Regeneration) has kindly provided us with the following update:  

SITE ALLOCATIONS: 

“The team is currently progressing the Site Allocations DPD, which is the ‘delivery’ document for the 

adopted Core Strategy.  It includes a few sites for Berkhamsted as you will be aware: including the 

Hanburys / Old Orchard Local Allocation, for which a draft master plan has also been prepared.  

Subject to the approval of Cabinet of 15th December and Full Council in January, we will submit the 

Site Allocations DPD to the Planning Inspectorate in February, with an Examination next Spring (no 

confirmed date).” 

NEW LOCAL PLAN: 

“In parallel with this Site Allocations process, we are also progressing technical studies of the new 

Local Plan (which will include an update of the current Core Strategy).  An Economy Study and 

Strategic Housing Market Assessment (which looks at housing need in the area) are being carried out 

jointly with Watford, Three Rivers and Hertsmere Councils.  We hope to complete these and put 

them on our website in very early January.  A Strategic Housing Land Availability Study (looking at 

available sites – in the existing towns / villages and Green Belt) is also underway; as is a stage 2 

Green Belt and Landscape Study.  Other technical work will be carried out and published next year.  

The full programme for the new Local Plan is set out in a new Local Development Scheme which will 

also be reported to Cabinet in December (and full Council in January).  This new timetable is 

challenging for the small team: however, we do need to have a new plan in place as near to the 

2017/18 date referred to in the Core Strategy as possible.” 
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At last year’s AGM we reported that Berkhamsted Town Council had endorsed BRAG’s analysis of 

the SKM Green Belt Review and submitted it to the Borough Council for it to be put on official 

record. Unfortunately our analysis has not been published on Dacorum’s website and Laura Wood 

also explains why: 

“The critique on the Green Belt Stage 1 Study BRAG prepared and submitted by BTC has not been 

put on the website for 2 main reasons.  Firstly, the website is for Council-prepared technical 

documents.  Secondly, we don’t formally consult or seek feedback on technical work until it is used 

to inform a planning consultation.  When you respond to the Issues and Options consultation on the 

new Local Plan, this would be time (if you feel appropriate) to submit your critique. This consultation 

is programmed for later next summer / early autumn.   Berkhamsted Town Council can of course 

choose to publish your document on their website if they wish.  Your critique (and those submitted 

by GUI and Crown Estates) have however been taken into account by Officers when commissioning 

the Stage 2 work (which is still in progress).”  

Obviously, we are disappointed that our analysis has not been published but take heart that it will 

have been “taken into account by Officers when commissioning the Stage 2 work”. It is also 

interesting to note that it seems that GUI and Crown Estates have made submissions, which only 

goes to confirm that it was important to compile our report in response to the Green Belt Review. 

Laura also informs us that there is to be a “new Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) which is 

also going to the December Cabinet for agreement for some targeted consultation.  Residents 

groups such as BRAG will be one of these consultees.” 

It will be very interesting to see exactly what this entails, but clearly we welcome any move that 

allows residents constructive input and a voice.  Though, we are well aware that being asked doesn’t 

always mean being listened to. A perfect example is the Draft Master Plan for the LA4 Hanburys 

development.  

Dacorum seem to have ignored BRAG’s concerns that the layout could leave the door open for 

further development behind the site on land owned by GUI – Or at least we believe it is still owned 

by GUI as there is no evidence of a change of ownership despite their agents, Savills, trying to sell 

the parcel in April.  

Currently there appears to be 5 different consultants working for Dacorum and in some cases 

adjoining Councils, on Green Belt land availability and quality, Housing need, demographics and the 

local economy. Various reports are going to the Council's Cabinet in December and full Council in 

January, which will all need reviewing together with the Issues and Options consultation referred to 

above. 

So, to conclude. While the last 6 months have been pretty quiet, we can expect things to get busy 

again next year. 

The Chairman also confirmed that the web-site is now working and following discussions with the 

host company and the payment of a modest fee BRAG will be able to control and update directly. 

Questions and Discussion: 

Are GUI active? Probably behind the scenes in addition to the Ashlyns Farm application/appeal and 

efforts to sell 11 acres of land between Hanburys and the BFI and the A41 by-pass. 
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Have we considered preparing a Neighbourhood Plan? BRAG do not have the resources but would 

cooperate with Berkhamsted Town Council which would have to lead the process if they decided to 

progress a Plan. To date no indication of intent has been seen but Cllr. Higgins pointed out that there 

is a new Council and grants might be available to fund work and he has regard for other community 

organisations such as Beehive who could get involved. 

Cllr. Higgins also stated BTC were starting their annual budget process and it would be timely to 

make any application for funding we might require. The Council will be aware of the Core 

Strategy/Local Plan review but are likely to be fully committed to dealing with planning applications 

and he believes require more resource. 

The Chairman confirmed that it is our intention to continue to work closely with Berkhamsted Town 

Council and the importance of BRAG being kept up to date on the Borough’s strategic planning 

activities and progress. 

BRAG Accounts 

A financial summary was distributed to the meeting. Current funds sit at £1744.17 and membership 

at  585. There has been little activity on the account in the last twelve months other than minor 

administration expenses and room hire. The only known future expenditure is on the web-site as 

previously mentioned. We wait to see if increased activity anticipated next year depletes funds. 

Nominations for Officers and Committee Members 

Chairman confirmed the existing officers and committee members are prepared to continue if 

elected. There were no new nominations. Clive Freestone confirmed his willingness to assist if time 

permits. 

Election of Officers and Committee 

The existing officers and committee were re-elected en bloc  

Future Developments and Activities 

In the immediate future we will be reviewing the reports submitted to the Dacorum December 

Cabinet and January Full Council meetings, and the outcomes. We will also be responding to the 

various consultations that are anticipated next year. Dacorum will be publishing “ The New Local 

Development Scheme” which is intended to provide a full programme and timetable and which 

should illustrate our potential workload. 

SYBRA. Their long-term intentions are not known now that their principal concern, the Durrants 

Lane/Shootersway development has commenced but we will remain open to opportunities to 

cooperate as they arise. 

Members commented on the difficulty of challenging over-development and concerns surrounding 

the measurement of housing need and exactly how this is quantified. There is evidence that 

developers and consultants frequently use demand statistics as evidence of need. In the case of 

Berkhamsted this is to justify high value private housing whereas the Borough’s need is for lower 

cost , affordable housing. 
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Members also asked how the Borough is progressing in meeting the housing targets set in the Core 

Strategy. The Chairman suggested that the town is ahead of target but we should not be complacent 

as the Strategic Planning team’s current work programme amounts to a re-run of the Core Strategy 

process and we can anticipate further challenges to our Green Belt. 

Members also commented that further development can only add to the problems caused by the 

existing traffic congestion and pollution in the town centre. 

AOB 

While not a BRAG matter the Chairman has been advised that there is to be an open meeting to 

discuss proposed new car parking on the evening of 3rd December at the Civic Centre. 

 

 


